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T un title of the preſent work is not new: an old poet, with whoſe hard 
name, and harder language the Writer will not offend the ears of his 


| Fair Readers, has his © Parliament of Women; whoſe roughneſs, however, 
and maſculine demeanour, but ill accord with the beauty and the graces t that 1 5 
. gave birth to the little poem that is now preſented to the world. 
— mingled galaxy of ſo much beauty, it was not always poſſible for 
: the poet to diſcriminate with a faithful hand, thoſe appropriate graces | which 
more immediately belonged to the individual under deſcription. A ſingle 
_ mn may be diſtinctly examined, and its brilliancy aſcertained, perhaps, with 
fidelity ; but "Herſchel himſelf would be at a loſs to ſeparate a whole X 
milky-way into ſeveral parts, and to form cach of thoſe parts into a diſtinct 
Whole. Like J uliet's lover, every Romeo cannot be cut into little ſtars; no 


| poet, at leaſt, ſince the * of Shakeſpeare, has been found 1 enough ; 
7 to attempt it. 


 Aconſtellation of beauty differs materially "ROY a {hoſt of heroes. Homer 

| has taught us, that one hero as widely varies from another in valor, as one 

| tar may differ from another in magnitude. He took, however, his heros 
upon truſt, as tradition had delivered them down. They aſſembled from 

different countries, and according to the genius of their reſpective ſoils and 
climates, they were either daring or cunning, ſtrong or ſwift, rough or grace- 


ful, &c. &c. Their valor, it is true, blazed ; but not in a cluſter ; it ſhone 
at different times, and on different occaſions, or in different actions of the 


ſame battle. The king of men himſelf was but occaſionally diſtinguiſned 


Tom the be heroes he commanded, Each had his day of glory allotted to 
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Him ; and each derived a partial renown from the ſingle exploits of that 
day. Virgil, not poſſeſſing the advantages of his maſter, but living in more 
poliſhed times, when luxury, and refinement of manners, had confounded 
diſtinctions, has endowed moſt of his heroes with undiſcriminated valor ; 
of which amongſt others there requires no better proof than his for- 
temque Gyam, fortemque Cloanthum.“ This, however, by the way; as an ; 
object of criticiſm only; and in order to excuſe the courtly Roman for that 
lack of variety which, perhaps, he could not well avoid. Blubbering or Bluſ- 
| tering, are the chief diſcriminations of his heroes ; while the poet himſelf. 
conſcious of the ground he ſtood on, reſembles a ſenator of the Auguſtan 
age, dreſſed out in his birth-day ſuit. So much for the poliſhed Virgil.— 
The Beauties of the Britiſh court, unlike the heroes of Homer, differing 
but little in glory, and tending all to the ſame object of their well-found- 


5 ed hopes, were neceſſarily compelled to conſtellate in a point; like the 


jewels, whoſe united blaze forms the ſingle diadem on the brow of Maj eſty. 
Some pains however have been employed to pencil with preciſion theſe cha- 
_  radteriſtic graces that diſtinguiſhed the peculiar luſtre of each; and if the 5 
poet has not wholly failed, he confeſſes himſelf indebted to the excellence of 
his . and the * that 9 his mule. 
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THE AU THOR. 


THE FEMALE PARLIAMENT ; 


ON 


|| THE REGENCY CONSIDERED. 


N the top po old Pindus, the Muſes were und 


As Venus approach d, and an audience entreated : 


| Low curtſied the goddeſs :—the Nine; i in a ring, 
Returned the falute as they drank of their ſpring. 
Oytherea began : « Hear, ye daughters of Jove, 8 5 
« The petition. and pray” r of the Goddeſs of Love. 4 


4 


six thouſand long years over hearts I have reign d, 


1 


And Beauty 8 dominion for ages maintain d; 


% 


= 


Old, wiinkles. no longer I'm toaſted divine, 1 


« My roſes decay, and my lillies decline. 10 
_ 


B 


; —__ , 


fn 


cc + 


Our balms and our jaſmines. their odour have loft, 


No poets invoke me, no lovers adore, 


e 


T heir fighs, and their rhimes, and their raptures are oer. 


ce 


cc 


< Let the beauties of earth repreſent me below, 


DD And the faireſt receive what I freely beſtow. 1 20 


1 


. Then hear my requeſt, which to all I make known, 


— + 


ce No mortal, 5 ſhe moved, « ſhould aſcend to the chair: * 


as: 


--<4 


FJ 


Our myrtles no more of their verdure mall bun, 


The taſk of the toilet to others I leave, . 


86 The laugh chat delights, and the ſmiles that deceive, 
The glaſs, the | pomatums, the powders, the paint, 


« T hat would make any devil an elegant ſaint. : 


A ſucceſſor be nam 'd, to eſtabliſh 1 throne,” "Des 


5 Thalia leap d up with a comical air 3 5. 


Let a nne be nam 'd 4 celeſtial degree, „ 


And who for that ſtation ſo proper as me? | 
% I laugh, and I ſing, and I pipe, and I play, : 


« And with quips and with cracks baniſh ſorrow away. 


n i c Of 


#: * 


% Of Love and the Graces the cauſe I maigteinz ; 


And Queen of the Maſque and of Revel I reign. 
40 Then who like your Giſter T halia ſo fit 

ce The Regent of Beauty and Pleaſure to fir? 
ll ſecond the motion, Urania divine, 10h 166 
T he ſoul of the ſenate, and Fox of the Nine, 1: £6 
Perſuaſive began: 1 Mr. Speaker, Apollo, 52 

40 1 humbly preſume, for the reaſons that a 


Cy Our fiſter Thalia ſhould rule f in the 3 — 
£ Of beauty ſhe lings, and the rights of the a: : 


4 In the dance ſhe delights, and i in muſic 0 excels, 
| And ſhe rhimes for the beaux, as ſhe favors the belles, 
6c T he motto the makes, chat! is worn next the heart, 
« The poſy fo neat, and the bonnet lo ſmart : : 

c From whence I conceive it becomes us to chuſe 
A Muſe for our Queen, and Thalia that Muſe.” 
Calliope ol, and Since Venus,” ſhe ſaid, 


« By the laws of Olympus is cxvilly dead, 


5 


This 


38 


40 


—— OO CIT — ——— — — 


( 4 ) 
« This amendment I make, that we ſpeed to ele& 


— (And who to our power ſhall preſume to object) : 


"0 Some daughter of Eve, wa ſhall riſe to the _ 


And reign with reftriQion, a limited heir.” 2 
| Terpfichore ſounded a charming oration; 


Six hours on her legs, ſhe diſclaimed limitation. . | 
Mel. ſmiled as the roſe, and relaxing. her frown, 


Her terrors refign'd, d, and her dagger laid down; 3 
: Then raiſing her voice, and uplifting her fan, 
Thus mildly the Goddeſs of Pathos began :- — 

; 4t When Beauty commands, fo divine i is her fray, 


40 Gods hear with delight, and glad mortals obey. 


” 


464 Twas Beauty $ firſt laws that impaſſion d the hyre, = 

= That quicken” d the Muſe, and that kindled her fire. 
40 Though maids 1 we mk die—and what's des amd live, ; 
„Tas Venus that Nature's firſt mandate did give. 
4 From nothing, ſhe card into Being the earth; 


- 


£ 


She ſpake—at her voice Beauty leap d into bieth. 


4% Jn 


(9) 

e In beautiful order the ſeaſons advance, | 

| « «id Beauty 8 own far leads the planets a dance: | 
"The beauty of Wiſdom, Minerva proclaims, 


cc 


* And Virtue i is Beauty, the faireſt of dames. 
ec Since Venus and Beauty, then, order the ball, 


- « Let us Beauty obey, and attend to her call. 
|  « Youth's Goddeſs be fummon'd as quickly as may "0 
8 That ſweet ſmiling maid, whom the Muſes call Hebe. a 


« Let the Graces attend, and their voices decide 


„ 


„ Fach Candidate's claim, as that claim ſhall be try de- 


5 | Vpſtarts Polybymnia, and ſaddles her ſteed, 
1 8 That high- -mettled courſer, of claſſical breed.” 


When Pegaſus aw that his miſtreſs was there, I 
He ſnorted with pride, as he ſnuff? d the freſh air. 
He ſtarts—ſce him thunder and flame through the 41 1 
See the lightnings of Jove how they flaſh from his eye! 
: Already the heighths of Olympus they gain: — 
ms Polly was pleas d, and rehears' d a new ſtrain. 


c On. Arriv'd 


"MF 
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Arriv'd at the manſion, where Hebe renews | : itt 
5 Each morning her youth with poetical dews, 
Polybymnia began: 6 You are fummon'd, Miſs klebe, 55 
e council below and as quickly : as may be; 5 
CC Where the ſummits of Pindus riſe proud i in the air, 
« The Muſes are met on a weighty affair. 


oc Your preſence i is ; will d by the Siſters of Song:, — 


A 


No time ſhould be loſt ſor the ; journey is lang 7 * 0 
The Goddeſs of Beauty her throne has reſign'd ;- 1 


* 


- 4 


oY 


In a mortal ſhe hopes a ſucceſſor to find. 
« Let the Graces attend, and their voices decide 


: Each candidate” $ claim, as that claim ſhall be try” We 7 


Thus ſpake Polybymnia, nor waited reply, DE RY 
But mounted her courſer, and ſhot from the ſky. 
The Goddeſs of Youth to her toilet repairs, 
Gonſults her beſt looks, and adjuſts all her airs: - 
Important ſhe knew was the point in debate, 
And Hebe mult ſettle the Regent of State. vo 


A beaver 


— . . ˙ ! ]⅛M e m ˙¹•Ä˙¹w-wm̃ͥ m ̃ ⁰q 


fe 2 5 
(. 7 : ). 
A beaver ſhe wore; which ſhe'cock'd with a gracep , 


Where Beauty's fond birds over-ſhading her face, *' - © - 


Collected their plumes as they crowded to fight, 47 
And wav d to the ſun a more exquiſite white. ids f 
A bandeau of fatin—cerulean the die— 4161 31 e 
| Which Iris had wove in 1 the looms of the . 
: Her treſles confin'd ; 3 and thoſe treſſes effoſe - No U 
Love's as of roſes; diſtill d from the dews. - @ als ant = 


A cincture, embroider d with many a ſtar, LEE... 3-21 4 
Which men call a Babu, but Gods a fear, ie | 
The Goddeſs reveal d, as it gracefully flow” d. — 


The texture was form d from che fleece of a cloud. 


Equip, d, iſſu d forth the ſweet maid. to the bowert, CC 
Where 3 upon roſes the light-footed Hours; ; TY 
The chariot of Beauty the bids them prepare, 11 5. i 
For Miſs has a mind to balloon it in air. 
Four Swans with round necks, in a ſwoep arching high, [4 
ad yolk'd by the Loves, drew the car thro the ſky. 
ou 


: And gold was the axle, and alver the ſprings. 


FT 
The ſpokes of the wheels were the rays of the fon, 
And filk was the harneſs, which Fancy had ſpun. 7 
of purple the lining—the colour of Love : — — 
A feather which Cupid bad pluck's from a dove, 5 


High pois'd the machine, as it mounts upon wing. 


The Graces aſcend, and each chuſes her ſeat :t— — 125 

1 The chariot ſel{-moving, confeſſes their weight : - 
For Gods a miraculous virtue impart, 

” And whatever they touch grows inſting with their art. 5 
Sweet Hebe mounts up with ſo knowing an air, | 
You d have ſwore that ſome lady of faſhion was there, 130 

The whip that ſhe wav d, as thro Ether ſhe flew, < 
A fairy had form'd from the threads of the dew 3 

Thoſe threads of fine film, that in ſummer are ſeen, 

When May in the morn has befilver'd the green. 

How graceful ſhe towers! ſee her move like a ſtar, 135 


And urge with her voice, as ſhe ſtands in the car? 


(9) 
Earth views ; with delight, while the vaults of the Wy 11: 
In echoes, Fivect echoes of filver reply. Ws Tis 
| Deſcending to earth, at Parnaſſus they ſtop, 
And plumb on the ſummit of Pindus they drop 3 1 1 2840 
To meet them the Muſes reſpectfully riſe, 5 
And welcome, with ſongs, their new gueſts from the ſkies. Po 


Loud trumpets the triumph of Beauty proclaim, | 


A herald aſſembles the daughters of F ame : 


- That herald bright Venus had ſent from above, ED 0 145 
| With wings on his back i in the form of a Love. t 
| Bright Retlend advanc d with a look and an air, 
- That caus 'd each fair rival to quake with deſpair. 
lerne 8 fveet grace, from the ſhores of the Weſt, 
By . Virtue adorn d, as by Modeſty dreſt. 150 
In a veil of fine lawn, halt cranſparent 1 to fight, — 
Like the Halo that circles the Regent of Night ; 8 
Her luſtre ſhe loves with a curtain to ſhrowd, 


Such luſtre as breaks from the moon thro a cloud. 


"nn Her 


(. 70 ) 
Her claim to the chair half the ſenate allow, LO. - ng 


For ſweetneſs and dignity ſate on her brow. 


With grace in 1 her ſtep, and with love i in her mein, 


Young B*1*C Le blooming as April was ſeen ⸗ 
T he Glver Narciſſus, that fweet-ſcented beau, 


: Admiring his face i in the mirror below, : EY 


Leſs gracefully blooms than this daughter of Joy, 


- Though Ovid' J ſweet muſe ſung the lilly-white boy. 
With diffidence, ever attendant on merit, 


Baut diffidence mix d with a laudable ſpirit, 


She hopes from her innocence, beauty, and Ons n 
5 To riſe the vice-gerent of Venus on earth. 5 
And Hebe had yielded ; but one e of the Graces 
In a whiſper obſerv'd, 44 see yon groupe of fine faces; ; 
* Each claimant expedts you'll impartially view her, 


1 And mot certainly hopes you will give the palm to her. 170 


* Since married to B*5n*d Edd H*w*rd, Eſq. of Suffolk. 


Now 


Now Deven walk” d up with a negligent air, 


And conſcious of conqueſt, advanc' d to the chair. 


” Love' $ luſtres and graces ſhe borrow” d that morn, 


Her ſplendor to aid, and her beauty adorn. / K 21 


A ſhade of fine gauze o'er the boſom ſhe drew, 1 ee 


Lore laugh; d as he peep d that Elifum to view. 7 
Her treſſes bung carefully careleſs behind, 


8 Or wantonly wav d at the will of the wind : 


= And high 0 er her brow waved the plumes of the dove, 


The halcyon of Peace, and the herald of Love. EH 180 


Secure i in her charms, f the aſſerted her claim, 

And none che due title of D*v*n could blame. 
But B'rn "Ad, fair Bern "Ad, that inſtant drew nigh, 

And foft were the luſtres that play d in ber eye. ap FI 
From the gaze of che ſun her chaſte beauty to made, 3 © + 
: For Sol loves to peep at an innocent maid, 

8 Eager ſhe wore, newly dipp'd i in the ran 44 

- That Pallas had gain'd from the dews of the ſky. 


The 
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( 12. } 
The texture was falk ; and the grace of her youth - 
Simplicity dreſſed in the muſlin of Trurlbd. 100 
All chaſte as the ſnow- drop that ſilvers the day, BL EAC 


Yet bright as the roſe on the boſom of May, 
approach d the ſweet nymph, and with —— ſmil d, 


As her ſuit the prefer dſo bewitchingly mild. 
Ceaſe chat loft murmur, thou dove of delight, Þ 8 "299 
That guard ft the lov” d maid with thy pinions v white : : 
In vain, thou fond bird, ſhalt thou co round the . 
e For B*rn' rd ſhall yield to another the chair. 


With June i in 1 her On. but with Spring in her » face | 


Advanc' d to the throne a new Helen of Grace; 5 35 
The ſpirited Gran, that fires all around, 
That gives, but ne er heals the unmerciful wiinnal. 

Euphroſyne ſmil d, and Eubend d her 1 new fiſter ;— gi 

Had the poet been near, he 4 have certainly kiſs” d her ; 3 

No Muſe had he courted while Charlotte was 107 


But had ſtole, like Prometheus, new flames from the fair. 


What 


What lightnings, ye aus! few around as the mov 'd, 
—. wonder' d, all prais d, all beheld her—and loy d. 
= But vainly the throne of high beauty ſhe claims, 


And vain are her lightnings, and vain are her flames. -- 00 


Al freſh as the gale, bearing j joy on its wing, yy 


When Flora s firſt zephyr | falutes the new ſpring, 
Sweet 8·Ib'ry came, like che oft-fwelling bud, 

_ That ſeatters her graces in garden or wood. 

. Sublime was her brow, and that brow was the ſeat To | 
: Of the bluſhes and ſmiles that i in majeſty meet. 7 
| Hark ! !o er the loud chords her light fingers f he . 7 
"Tis rapture to hear, as like Circe ſhe ſings: 1 

2 For ſweet Polyhymnia firſt harmony taught her, 8 ; 
When Hebe and Beauty declared her their daughter. 28d 


But Hebe nor ſweet Polyhymnia prevail, 


And Beauty, ad Rapture, and Harmony fail. 


Now waving the filk of her locks to the breeze, 
Luxuriant as bloſſoms that whiten the trees, 


1 The 


( 714 ) 


The graceful T *rc*nn*] fined forth in the ring, e 0p 


T *rc*nnsl, the daughter of Beauty and Spring. 
| Health warm a her fair cheek; and that cheek to adorn, 
Her pencil ſhe dipp'd i in the | bluſh of the morn. | 


| Twas Nature 8 fine touch ; "twas the glow of the May; 


'Ty was the bloſſom that drinks the rich dies of the . 230 


Vet fair as the lilly of Glver 3 is ſeen, 9 1 


5 The light of her beauty illumin d the green. 


Lore dimpled the ſmiles that rejoic d in her face, 


And her ſweet little form was the work of a Grace. 


In luſtre ſhe | gains what the loſes in fize j— Tr OF 


Though the diamond is prais do 'tis the brilliant we Prize. 5 
: The grace of the column, berſpecirelp true, 


Delights us the moſt, when it leſſens to view ; of 


And the magical wand, though ſo flender and ſmall, 


Enchants with ſtrong power, and aſtoniſhes all. "We 240 


But vainly, T*rc*nn#l, thy graces we praiſe, 


And magic in vain to dominion {ball raiſe. 
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( 15 ) 


Like the ſtar of the morn, as ſhe mov'd to the throne, 


supreme 0 er the reſt, in bright dignity ſhone: 
The beauty of S*cltr, that broke thro” the crowd; 5 
As Light: s ear ly daughter peeps over a Gad. 


Like Cynthia ſhe. tower'd, when ſhe moves in the chace, 


In ature the fame, as her equal in grace. 


High roſe her fair brow bon that Temple o of Love 


Perſuaſ on fat perch & i in the form of a dove. 
Joy lighted her ſmile ; ; and to purple her lips, 
In Beauty's sred nectar a roſe-bud he dips; "BY 
. Love breath d on the leaves, chat reviy d at his kid, 
Delighting the world with a ſummer of bliſs: 
And fair ſhow'd her teeth, as the bloſſoms appear. 
Of the pure double-ſnowdrop, that ſpangles the year.. 
See the ſoft flowing locks of her fine flaxen hair, 
How graceful they wave to che fond wooing air! 
But vain flow the locks of her fine flaxen hair, 


And vain are their nets to enſure her the chair. 


15 


2860 


1 


( 16 ) 

of Cr, ye Muſes, inftru me to fing 
O touch your bard IJ lips with one drop of your ſpring ! ! 
How ſoft her approach! 1 how ſhe ieals on the heart ! 10 
In N. ature how blooming, untainted by Art! 5 
Her teeth the pure pearl i in the caſket eclipſe, 
That caſket a ruby—that ruby her lips. 

Not i ivory, whoſe luſtre che murex of Tyre 5 

So gracefully dies with her purple of fire; 3 

Not the bloom * che peach, in whoſe bloſſom 1 unite. 


The roſe of the fun, and the lilly of light, 


7 Such beauty betray, as the white and the red, 


. Where Nature s carnation the Graces had ſpread, 


= Her fair cheek to , embloom ; but the ſpring that is rides 


Of its promiſe ſhall fail to enfore her the chair. 

- Her rival in beauty, as rival in fame, 
D*nc*nn*n, her blooming comperrtor came. 
The down of the cygnet her ſoftneſs expreſs d, 
The cygnet of Venus had lent her his breaſt. 


265 


270 


275 


The 


An) 
The red on her cheek, that was gather d abore, 43 
She ſtole from a Pink i in the garden of Love. 2 


Serene was her brow, which the ſmile of the morn 


hy ſplendor had dreſs'd, oh this beauty was born. ih 


Yet vainly ſhe claims what her ſtars had deny d. | 
5 Tho Venus : proteſts and the Graces divide. 
But Clio, the Burke of the Senate above, 
In a trope which ſhe call d the Deliciz of Love,” 
The convention beſought, that the Goddeſs. of Youth | 
Should name her the daughter of Virtue and Truth. 


The Senate conſent : —a committee of nine 


8 salute her with ſongs, and proclaim. her divine. 10 


A new Candidate comes; the delight of the Muſe : 718 


To 8t. J'n n + what Bard can his tribute refuſe ? | 
The love beaming St. Ja: how graceful ſhe blooms Y 


I know the ſweet maid by the air of her plumes. 
+ Daughter to the D=-n of W—r, 


F 


Idalia 


| That chang'd to a mutt, is the turtle of Love. 


Idalia ſhe robb'd of the down of her dove, 


: The Zone that ſurrounds i in a ceſtus her waiſt, 
The boſom of Venus and Virtue embrac d; 


Where link d in ſweet union thoſe Graces are e ſeen 


That embelliſh the mind, or enliven the mien : 11 0 - 
0 And the Loves chat we view in the circle ſo fair, 
The grace of her ſoul as her beauty declare. LD 

EL Who pluck” d the ripe Fruit from the Rrawberty | bed! 3 


Who crimſon' d thoſe lips, and Who gave em that red? 


Who tole the May-dew from the lilly? And who 305 5 


Robb d the roſe of its bluſh, on the ſtalk where it grew Þ - 


"Twas St. Ja. Who poliſh! a 35 elegant mind! ? 
With dignity dreſs'd ? And with ſoftneſs refin 4 


Who taught her to ſing like che bird of the moon, 
When to Cynthia ſhe warbles the love-labour'd tune? 310 
The Muſes. They poliſh d her elegant mind, 

With dignity dreſs d, and with ſoftneſs refin' d: 


They 


„ 
They taught her to fing like the bird of the moon, 
When to Cynthia ſhe warbles the love- labour d tune. 5 
But vainly they poliſh, and vainly refine, 3 xs 
And vainly they taught her that warble divine, 
For Envy and F ate in their malice decreed, 
- N ot St. Jn herſelf to | the Chair ſhould ſucceed. 
What Virtue is that | > What new Grace from the fey ? 2 
ri is MIb'ne, the nymph with the wicked, wild wet 3 20 : 
That eye which eclipſes the beam of the day, et] 
Which dazzles at once, and delights with i its ray. : 

Aurora 8 blith lark, when he mounts to the 2 > 
Leſs freſh from the dew of the morning appears : 
And the dew that he leaves with his neſt on the ground, 3 25 
Leſs pure than this pear], and leſs brilliant is found. 


But Fortune denies ; and this diamond of grace, 


80s perfect in mind, and fo faultleſs in face, 


To another ſhall yield; and that other ſhall tear 
The wreath from her brow, and for ever ſhall wear. 330 


The 


1 
The beauty of Sp#ncar, raſh mortal, avoid; 


Her beauty that ſun which has thouſands deſtroy 4. 
Shun, ſhun the bright dangers that dart from her eye, 
| T 'hey're the arrows of Jove, and unerring they fly. 
| Yon bloſſom behold, that unfolds to the day 
Its boſom ſo bright, and its graces fo gay: 
Thus part the ſweet locks of her byacinth hair : 
' They part j—but alas! they but part to enſaare. 5 


Deſtruction and death the beholder await; 


Who gazes, | a hair (hal determine his fate. | 
—- Yet Reaſon declares, * tis but wiſdom to love 
| That beauty, which Virtue delights t to approve. 


But reaſon, and wiſdom, and virtue in vain, FE 


Or beauty, for Charlotte the Chair ſhall obtain. 
"ho the grace of her ſtep, by her dignity known, 


The beauty af B*ch*mp advanc d to the throne. 


In her train as ſhe mov'd, two fair liſters drew nigh, 


Sweet Mufic and Painting, the twins of the ſky. 


; 3 . 


345 


Like 


( 2x ) 
Like Jove's lofty queen, as ſhe ſtands by the Chair, | 
The * of her arm ſhe extends with an air; W 
An air, ſuch as marks the bright mother of ſmiles, . _ 

When firing the nations, ſhe viſits her iſles; 2 1 


- Or that which proud Wiſdom” s OWN goddeſs fopply ': 


T When a rival ſhe ſtood on the furamits of Ide. eee 1 - * FT 5 


A pencil ſhe held, of ſuch wonderful 11 

1 ſpoke in the face all that lurk d in the heart: 
Does Vice ſtamp the knave At che touch of her wand, 

3 Deformity takes a proud Grace from her hand: 18 Od 


5 'Ti is the glaſs of the mind, and its mirror refless | 
- The beauty of Virtue through Folly”: 8 defects. 5 x I - 
] New luſtre from Virtue her beauty acquires, Wo 1 
The luſtre of Love with Euphroſyne $ fires; 11 

Thoſe fires of the ſoul, that in Phyche appear, | 
Sweet Plyche !—the Grace we call Elegance 3 n 
But vainly mall B*ch* mp. and Elegance Pz 5 365 
Another ſhall raviſh their triumphs away. | orten iy 
G 


5 


(22) 
Mild M*ft*rs advanc d, and approaching the _— 


To Beauty thus breath'd her half-fortunate prayer. — 
25 If ever, kind Venus, to pleaſe thee I've ſpread | 


00 The nets of the neck, or the plumes of the bead; 13 370 


If « c'er at the glaſs i've acknowledged thine aid, 


« And ſtrove—not i in vain—witk a look to perluade; 3 


In dimples have dreſs' d this our delicate face, 


And rounded the cheek with a  Freet-Gwelling grace; F 
i Have borrow” d a ſmile from the toilet of Love, oY 375 
Or rifled the breaſt of a ſwan or a dove; 


© Our right to the throne, mighty goddeſs! declare, : 
« Confirm the ſucceſſion, and vote us the Chair.” 4 

| Euphroſyne rifing, the council addreſs” a 
In an elegant ſpeech, and then moy 'd the requeſt : | 3 8 
Polyhymnia replied ; for at Coach-makers Hall 3 
Miſs Polly commands the attention of all. 
Up roſe the gay goddeſs of Laughter and Joke, 
Hear! hear!” was the cry, as to Order ſhe ſpoke : 


A moſt, 


10 7 
A moſt eloquent ſpeech ſhe deliver'd at og, 


Whoſe ſweetneſs made up what it wanted i in Arength.. 
T hen ſmiling ſhe turn 'd, and to M'ſt'rs ſhe ery'd, 


WM * Though the Chair, wy ſweet child, to thy worth i is b * 


Thou Rill ſhalt be mine. Ehen a myr rtle ſhe gave her, £ 


Of Beauty the type, as che mark of her favour. e 


. of Bards the delight, as of Beauty t the care, 
Georgina ſtood forth, and demanded the Chair. 
; God. humour and Seach: attended the maid ; 


Theſe, Venus, wer e thine, and they never ſhall fade. 


By the roſe on her check, and the floe in her * 
= Love fwore the ſweet ſeaſon of beauty was nigh. 
: The woodbine, whoſe graces empurple the bower, 


The jaſmine, that ſpreads her immaculate flower, 


Leſs fragrant are found, and lefs beauteouſly bloom, 


Their bloſſoms leſs fair, and leſs Geer their perfume. 


But vain is the Summer her beauty ſupplies, 


And Hebe the Chair to her B*Ikl*y denies. 


399 


395 


ES 


In 


( 24 ) 


In che front of the throne a bright candidate ſtood; 


Sweet Sh*r{b% , fair as ſhe's graceful and good. 
Say, have you not ſeen the blue violet's 8 eye, 
Whole azure contends with the tints of the ſly ? 
; 0 have) you not ſeen the fair cowſlip unfold 
Her dew-ſcented bells, and her boſom of gold? | 
| Or the primroſe beheld, as it peeps in the dale, 


With odours of velvet embalming the gale? 


1 bloom d the fair nyniph, to the Chair e as he drew, | 


| As tender to touch, and as graceful to view. 


80 New luſtre by night ſe her beauty receive, 


: Like the flar that reclines on the boſom of Eve, 


That tar of ſoft radiance, that fiole from its „, 15 


. Her graces to gild, and illumine her eye. 


In vain lat her birth not the planet that one, - 


Nor Beauty s Own. ſtar ſhall engage her the throne, 
Aﬀerting her right, and ſecuring her claim, 


The boaſt of Hibernia, the fav rite of Fame, 


405 


OT 


420 


Bright 


(3) 
Bright T · sd advanc 'd, and entreated permiſſion 


Her beauty to plead, as ſhe mov'd her petition. 


But i in vain ſhalt thou plead; and the Chair to dis, 


The heaven ſhalt thou heave of that boſom i in vain. 


\ 


Like Pallas, in vain thoſe blue eyes ſhalt thou roll, 4425 
0 T 'hough from Wiſdom herſelf all their lightnings you ale f 


= In vain ſhalt thou ſhake from that ſummer of hair 


| Thoſe Graces, which Venus delighted to wear: 
| Though bright as the ſtar on the brow of the morn, | 
Though pure as the ſpangle, that tinſels the thorn a” 2 
| Though to deck that fine form all the Graces repair, + 
© And breathe on that mien ſuch an exquiſite air ; $: 
Though thy right who diſpute, prove themſelves i in the wrongs 
In vain ſhall the Chair to thy beauty belong. 


Now L*mb*rt the Graces lead up to the throne, 435 


ess L*mb#rt, herſelf the three Gennes in one. 
Soft Innocence, ſmiling, and holding a roſe, 

Whoſe buds to the morning of beauty diſcloſe, 
| H Preceded 


„ 


Preceded the fair; with che ſweets of the gale 


| Came Health, the blith milk-maid that lives in the vale, 


85 Breathing odours around, Pleaſure laugh d by her fide, = 
And Youth freſher bloom d as he claim' d her his bride. 
A ſaſh i in a the form of a rain-bow ſhe wore, 
| Where“ 40 « God fave the King” in a cypher before | | _ 
= Diſtinguiſh' d the maid ; and chat dutiful prayer, 445 


To Heaven pour” d forth by an angel 0 fair, 


No ot Heaven could deny. As ſhe mov d gs the crowd, 
Like Iris the ſeem! di ina ſun- gilded cloud. 


T he blue lambent luſtres that beam di in her ns 


Shone mild as the twins, chat oft twinkle on bi gh a. 


In the azure ſerene, when the froſts of the year 
Smile vapors away, and the clouds diſappear. 

1 High ſhading her bags ſweetly nodded above 
The plumes, Beauty pluck'd from the ain of Love. Gi: 

And light fell the locks of her rich auburn hair, 


The treaſure of Venus leſs precious and rare, 


2 


48-4 
That treaſure of treſſes, Love's banquet !—and laſt, 
In a mould ſuch as that in which angels are caſt, 
| Commiſſion” d by Venus, Aglaia deſign d - 460 
The Grace of her form and that form ſhe refin'd | . 
: With the breath of the loves, that inſpiring delight, 
Tranſported the foul, whilſt it raviſh'd the light. | 
Ah L'mb'rt! though faſhion'd by Venus ſo fair, 7 
Not Venus prevails to enſure thee the Chair. Yo 8 5 
: Fe or fee what new glories diſtinguiſh the day, 3 
3 Like Aurora ſhe comes, and her rivals give way; 


8 The Regent approaches— — „„ 


* + #* * #* *® #* * CY 3 80. 00.0 56 m 


UA. this 3 W he Gods f Heauth, being lone by 
Jupiter, ſuddenly entered he ſenate ; and interrupting their 


proceedings, moved an adjournment. +. 
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